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 Let your house be a meeting place for the wise; dust yourself in the 
dust of their feet and drink their words with thirsty heart. – Pirkei 
Avot (Ethics of the Fathers) 1:4 
 “Brilliant” is an overused word in the academic world, and yet it 
suits Professor Daniel Markel whose writings and teaching about 
crime and punishment spanned legal and social practices, family and 
communal ties, and the nascent world of blogs, enabling on-line debate 
and networking infused with his own generosity and kindness. Dan’s 
murder in 2014 dimmed the worlds of legal and philosophic scholar-
ship as well as law practice, law reform, legal conferences, and law 
teaching while irrevocably ruptured Dan’s circles of immediate and ex-
tended family, friend, and students. Others may want to address how 
Dan’s vigorous and sophisticated defense of retributive responses to 
crime should relate to the four individuals prosecuted for his murder.1 
The scholarship gathered in this symposium instead does what Dan 
himself modeled throughout his career: it takes ideas seriously and 
connects them to contemporary and enduring debates with due atten-
tion to norms, institutions, politics, and human beings. 
 In this symposium, the vibrant curiosity and analytic sharpness ex-
emplified by Professor Markel engage with debates over abolishing 
prisons and other features of “carceral law enforcement,”2 the recon-
struction of retributivism as compatible with mercy and limits on state 
punishments,3 equal treatment under rules and common law deci-
sionmaking,4 idealism and overpromising by theories of punishment,5 
preconditions for democratic liberalism in a fractured society,6 and fan 
influence and crowdfunding in college sports.7 Dan’s own contributions 
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 1. On the prosecutions, see Tim Jansen, The State v. Donna Adelson: Trial will test 
prosecutors, defense attorneys, Tallahassee Democrat (Sept. 13, 2024), https://www.talla-
hassee.com/story/news/2024/09/13/dan-markel-murder-legal-analysis-ahead-of-donna-ad-
elson-trial/75188649007/ [https://perma.cc/7ZR7-4PN2].  
 2. Michael T. Cahill, Markel and Abolition, infra at 467. 
 3. Wayne A. Logan, Dan Markel’s Quest for a Gentler, Richer Retributivism, infra at 
437. 
 4. Carissa Bryne Hessick, Equality and Justice: An Essay in Memory of Dan Markel, 
infra at 453. 
 5. Chad Flanders, Grand Punishment Theory: An Essay in Honor of Dan Markel, infra 
at 553. 
 6. Josh Bowers, Political Retributivism, Liberal Deficits & Instrumental Institution-
alism: Linger Questions (and Warm Words) For Dan Markel, infra at 503. 
 7. Howard M. Wasserman and Michael A. McCann, Revisiting Catalyzing Fans: How 
Dan Markel Predicted the Future of College Athletics, infra at 569. 



436 FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY LAW REVIEW [Vol. 52:435 

 

to law practice animate another contribution.8 All of these writings are 
marked by the equal zest for acute intellectual disagreement and gen-
erous collaboration, the dynamic tension between ambition and humil-
ity, and the recognition of human hopes and frailties embraced by Dan 
Markel. He gathered people to learn and teach in pursuit of wisdom, 
and he did so with a “thirsty heart.” May his memory continue to in-
spire. 

 
 8. Gabriel J. Chin, Dan Markel in Court, infra at 485. 


